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CAWMC MEMBER ELIZABETH STEVENS is featured on page 5 of this issue. The 
article is written by Richard "Scoop" Plummer and is reprinted here by the kind permission 
of the Somerset Gazette of Skowhegan, Maine. It was necessary to reduce the page by about 
25% in order to fit the entire article on our size page, but it is still quite readable. 
Congratulations Elizabeth! 


DON'T TAKE ANY WOODEN NICKELS is a old saying that doesn't hold water with the 
readers of this newsletter. Do you know in what movie that expression was quoted? Hint: 
It's a famous old Western and it's in black and white. Answer next month. 


WELCOME NEW MEMBER Richard A. Holland. Dick hails from Lansing, Michigan 
and spends his summers up here in the Highlands. His addresses are: 2120 W. Jolly Rd., 
Lansing, MI, 48910-5190 U.S.A. and Box 166, Haliburton, Ont. Can., KOM 1S0. 


HOWARD HARRIS has a new postal code. It is K4P 1M4. It seems they are changing the 
system in his area and it has affected some codes and addresses. Please update your 
directory accordingly. 


DON'T FORGET the 32nd Annual Coin Show being 
held at the Kiwanis Community Centre in Stratford, Ont. 
on Sunday, Oct. 30, 1994. The Southern Ontario Roget ea 
Chapter of C.A.W.M.C. plans to hold a meeting and Souvenir Dollar 
auction sometime during this show. Time and location 
will likely be posted. Also, Ken Wilmot of Canada Wide 
Woods has offered to take visitors on a tour of their 
premises to enlighten people on the ins and outs of the 
operation. 

Shown at right is one side of the wooden dollar 
being struck for the occasion of the Stratford Show. 


ANOTHER SHOW TO REMEMBER is the coin show hosted by the Waterloo Coin 


Socicty on Saturday, November 19, 1994, at The Nast, in the Park, Waterloo, Ont. More on 
this show next month. 
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OUR NEWEST MEMBER, DICK, HOLLAND 
was travelling in the Port Carling, Ont. area on the 
week-end of September 17-18, 1994, and stumbled 
upon a festival being held there at that particular 
time. It was called the "Heritage Festival" and a lot 
of the activities were being held on an "island" 
which had two or three access points. An 
admission was being charged to gain access and 
have the freedom of the island. As proof of 
admission, each entrant was issued a I.D. or 
passport in the form of the wooden piece shown at 
right. It is shaped like the standard 1/8" x 1 1/2" 
wooden nickel, stamped uniface in red ink. and has 
a hole drilled near the top through which a cord is 
threaded. It was meant to be worn around the neck 
so as to be plainly visible to the officials of the 
affair. 
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CAWMC OFFICERS FREE WOOD OF THE MONTH 
President: PAT WHITE 
Vice President: EARL SALTERIO 
Secretary-Treasurer: AL MUNRO #, “ 
Past President and Oo oy fare) «. 
Chairman of the NAN WB au} ames Thal 
Board of Governors: | NORM BELSTEN VN NB 8 a Seite 
Elected Members of the WOODEN DOLLAR ... A: Port. avseryi. 6.0." 
Board of Governors: *. GOOD FOR $1.00 °° of \eea,ie? CANADARS SS) 
GARRY BRAUNWARTH, RUSS BROWN, IN POLLY'S PUB NP On) 07 ary 
WAYNE GILLCASH, DON ROBB, Sh SY IE 7225 
BARRY UMAN, LOU VESH 
APPOINTED OFFICERS This month's wood was sent to Timber 
ae ee Talk . by Stan Banner of B.C. 
Membership Chairman: RON ZELK compliments of the Alberni Valley Coin 
Fund Raiser: GARRY BRAUNWARTH Club. This generous gesture was 


Auction Coordinator: = AL MUNRO made in appreciation for the recent 


2 AE ee he he aie he he ae he ae ae ie ae ae ea a ie ae ete 2h ae ee ae ie 2c ie ic kc akc a a oak article in I heal i calling for info in regards 
DUES: Membership dues in the Canadian | to the Alberni Valley area. Issued in 
Association of Wooden Money Collectors is $10.00 | 1985, the wooden dollar is listed 
per calendar year and should be forwarded to our | under No. 9650-4. Large envelopes 


Membership Chairman - Ron Zelk at R.P.O. Box ; < 
77575, 592 Sheppard Ave. W., Downsview, Ont, | o/@ OW being prepared for mailing of 
Canada, M3H 6A7. free woods. in. December. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


WHO OUR THERE HAS ALWAYS WANTED TO BE AN EDITOR???? Yes, we 
are in that unenviable position of once again searching for an editor. Lou & Yvonne Vesh 
have requested a break from the most time consuming, but most important position in our 
organization. 

When Lou originally agreed to take on the editorship, he did so with great trepidation, 
and then for only a 2 year term, which expires in December of this year. Lou has made our 
monthly bulletin an eagerly awaited arrival for our membership, and his will be a tough act 
to follow. However, he cannot be coaxed into staying on at this time. He and Yvonne would 
like to travel, and have other plans which conflict with the issuing of a bulietin every month. 
Anyone who knows Lou at all, knows that he takes any job he does very seriously and is a 
perfectionist -- just look at the woods he issues, if you need to be convinced. This drive of 
his no doubt makes the job that much more time consuming. 

So, who out there amongst our members will step forward and take the challenge of 
becoming our new editor? 

By the way, Lou hasn't closed the door on returning as editor some time in the future, 
He's simply looking for a break. 

One option may be to set up a rotating editorship, between, say 3 people, who would 
rotate as editor every couple of years. 

I'm sure Lou will add his own job description, but basically the editor is responsible to 
issue a bulletin 11 times yearly. This entails soliciting articles from the membership, (and 
writing articles when required to fill an issue), and doing layout for the six page (3 sheets 
copied on both sides) monthly issue, editing the material provided to ensure correct grammar 
and suitable presentation. Once the layout is done, then the printing has to be done, the 
envelopes stuffed, addressed, and stamped. 

The other task involves coordinating the monthly "free" wood, ensuring a supply of 
wood is availabie for each issue. Associated with this last task is the truly difficult problem 
of distribution of those woods. 

Anyone interested, please contact Lou Vesh or myself as soon as possible. 

I realize this is a long note, but this is an important topic. The bulletin is the lifeline of 
our organization. Without it, our club will surely wither and die. I sincerely hope someone 
with some experience will step forward to take on this task for the next 2 years. 


I'm sure Lou's comments will follow. 
eer 


(see next page) 
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Those of you who were at the meeting two years ago when I volunteered to take 
the editorship will recall that I did indeed specify that it was to be for a two year term 
only. My, how time doth fly! One might say that being the editor 1s a thankless job, but 
then I remembered reading somewhere that the highest reward for a person's toil is not 
what you get for it, but what you become by it. Certainly, I have gained by the 
experience. I feel that my writing skills have improved, but I am also humbled by the 
realization that there is so much to be learned in that field. 

I look forward to passing the position on to a new editor and having the time to 
write more articles for Timber Talk. One disadvantage of being editor is that you cannot 
write a "letter to the editor". I feel that members should voice their opinions in a section 
devoted to that end. Letters from the membership, be they darts or laurels, are a sign of a 
healthy, interested club. 

Some advice to prospective editors. A typewriter, (or typist), is a must for 
composition and setup. A computer with printer is a big plus, but not essential. 
Photocopying service is available almost everywhere, but the larger urban centers are 
definitely more convenient and much less expensive than in smaller communities. 
Photocopying is necessary to prepare paste ups, and do the final printing. The cost of 
printing out here in the boonies is prohibitive. We usually try to combine other reasons 
for making the 300 mile round trip to Toronto to get T.T. printed, but it is not always 
possible. Living in a tiny community, as we do, has some disadvantages. In a small 
community, everyone knows what everyone else is doing, but we read the local paper 
anyway, just to see who got caught at it! 


SHAVINGS from the Editor's workbench: 
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NORM BELSTEN writes that his new supplement #2 is available at $5.00 plus 
$1.00 postage in Canada, or $5.00 in U.S. 

For those of you who do not have it, supplement #1 is the same price, and the 
catalogue is $20.00 plus $2.00 postage or $20.00 U.S. or all three for $30.00 prepaid 

It is now official that the Southern Ontario Chapter will be the host for the 1996 
O.N.A. Convention in North York, at the Holiday Inn, Yorkdale. This should help the 
wood hobby and C.A.W.M.C. both financially and publicity wise. Will keep you advised 
of the details as they become available. 


(Editor's Note: 1996 may seem a long ways away, but since this is going to bea 
"first" for the woodies it's not too early to give some thought to making plans for the 
occasion. We should take the opportunity to display our wares and publicize our 
hobby.) . ) 


— . 
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. BHzaebeth Fakes Wooden Nickels 


Use 


==: re a as cee dle = . 
MADISON—You have ail heard the expression, “Don't take any wooden nickels,” 


You. better not try and 
convince Elizabeth-Hall Stevens 
that accepting wooden money is 
not a smart idea. Don't even 
think of it! Because, for eleven 
years, she has been collecting 
these unusual items, 
approximately 4,500 of them. 
And they represent quite a sum of 
money. EL; 

“My husband, , hada 
coin collection and | wanted 
something to do when I went to 
the shows with him. That is the 
reason | began collecting wooden 
money.” 

In her home near Lakewood, 
Elizabeth has her wooden coin 
collection systematically arranged 
in scrapbook-like albums. 
They go by states, by -historical_. 
events and by a few other 
methods. Betty can reach out and 
sclect the correct ciassification in 
just a few seconds. 

We saw the traditional rounds 
as well as the flat ones that look a 
little like our bills. On one side is 
an Indian or a Buffalo head and, 
on the other side, descriptive 
words relating to most any 
important date or event one might 
call to mind. A centennial would 
be a good example. 

How did money made of wood 
originate? .Wooden script, in 
what way did it all begin? It is 
necessary to understand this in 
order to comprehend the whole 
thing. On December 5, 1931, the 
Citizens Bank of Tenino, 
Washington failed and the 
shortage of money in Tenino became acute. Don Major, publisher of the Independent 
newspaper, contacted the Chamber of Commerce and proposed issuing script to meet 
the emergency. - oe 

A committee contacted officials of the defunct bank and they agreed to back the 
Script up to 25 percent of each depositor’s account. This gave the gett legal status and 
the idea was adopted. Major designed the script and soon it was rol ing off the press. 
Assignments of claim were printed, each depositor being issued an Assignment of 


Claim that he could exchange for script at the Chamber of Commerce which was . 


chosen as the clearing house. 
Mr. Major had been lab aren. novelty Christmas and business cards on rectangular 
ieces of Slicewood furnished by Albert Balch of Seattle. Slicewood is made by 
aminating a sheet of bond paper between two slices of spruce wood. Balch prevailed 


Madison Woman Collects Wooden Money 


Pictured is Elizabeth Hall Stevens of Lakewood with a portion of her 
collection of wooden money, some from every state in the U.S. 


on Major ae pS the script on Slicewood instead of paper, alleging that the wooden 
money would gain worldwide publicity. 

Was he ever correct? You better believe it. The wooden money allowed the people 
to continue business among 
themselves as usual and 
avoided disaster. This 
wooden money was used as 
lawful currency and debts, 
pay salaries and make 

urchases. In this way Don 
ajor became the father of 
wooden money in America. 

The story of Tenino 


wooden! money _ spread 
throughout the  worid, 
collectors flooding the 


Chamber of Commerce with 
thousands of requests. 
Blaine, Washington, followed 
with the same procedure 
when its bank failed. The 
first wooden nickels in the 
world appeared in Blaine. 

Mrs. Stevens told the 
Somerset Gazette that several 
enterprising manufacturers of 
novelties decided to make 
wooden nickeis which are 
used today to raise funds by 
towns and cities, Chambers of 
Commerce, coin clubs, banks 
and private individuals. 
“Many ingenious sizes, 
Shapes and materials are used. 
All fall in the category of 
wooden money and. are 
accepted assuch.” 

‘- Betty explained that 
wooden money went from its 
Original purpose in the banks 
as a form.of security to the 
current means of publicity 
advertising. “This money just 
became collector's items and 
remain very much so in our 
present time.” : 

“One:of the leading 
roducers of this novel money is a Mr. Berkie in San Antonio, Texas. His Elbee 
Nickel Co. purchases birch and maple wood from a mill in Kingfield, Maine. 

The many clubs to which Elizabeth belongs are a part of the American Numistatic 
Association. “These organizations are friendly groups, very congenial. Every so often 
they hold conventions.” 

¢ Madison woman is looking for wooden money from Maine which she told us is 
very scarce. 

ooden money activity centers in the United States, Canada, Hawaii, Alaska and 
Puerto Rico. . ‘ Sener. aoe Oty fe 

“This type of collecting is an education ‘in itself because of the history concerning 
each piece of money. It is not old but a lot of it depicts times in the past, fascinating 
eras. f is just lots-of fun.” ; 


: 
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In a letter from member J.P. Roussel of Bathurst, N.B., the following woods were 
brought to light. Thanks for the info, J.P. 
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Northumberland 
Square 
Douglastown 
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Your wandering editor and wife were in 

Branson, Missouri, last month, taking in 
cy some of the big shows. While there, | 
<¢ picked up two wooden nickels that you 


Nesthumberland : ? 
Sivare - <3} might want to be on the lookout for if you're 
ah Nay “* ever in Branson. They are shown below. 


The Silver Dollar City wood cost 50 cents, 
and the one from Dondie's was free. 
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